The Fellowship Program. The Table summarizes the orthopedic residency and fellowship positions filled across the United States in 2012. 2 I sorted the numbers by IMG participation. The Table shows that while IMG residents constituted no more than 2.4% of the total orthopedic resident population, IMG fellows held an average of 13.7% of fellowship positions, and as high as 35.5%. Once the new requirement goes into effect, a few of the fellowship programs may have a difficult time filling their positions.
The Physician Work Force. International medical graduates make up one-fourth of the US physician work force, and they constitute a much bigger portion in the rural United States. 4 To obtain a full license to practice medicine, the provider has to complete a minimum of 2 years of postgraduate training in an ACGME-accredited program. While this may be taken for granted by the ACGME resident, it is 2 or 3 ACGME-accredited fellowship years for IMGs. Denying access to accredited orthopedic fellowship programs will, in effect, prevent IMG orthopedic surgeons from practicing in 
